I0                                         INTRODUCTION
distinction which may be held to exist between theology and
philosophy would disappear, and the problems of theology would
have been shown to be on the same level as the problems of meta-
physics.1 Until the problem of authority is solved, it is by no
means clear what the status of theological problems is. Between
the extreme views, one, that they are concerned merely with the
elucidation of authoritative pronouncements, the other, that they
are purely speculative, there are many mediating views, none
wholly satisfactory; if the problem were solved, this issue would be
finally settled.
That is the theoretical importance of the problem. Its practical
importance is also considerable. In the practical sphere its solu-
tion would have at least two results. Firstly, it would put an end
to the present conflicts between Churches claiming to represent
true Christianity and to proclaim truly Christian doctrines, but
differing from each other in life and faith; such conflicts as arose
after the solution of the problem would be concerned with the
interpretation of authoritative pronouncements, no longer with
the claim of this or that Church to contain the source of truth
within itself. It would thus tend very strongly in the direction of
uniting the Churches. Secondly, having helped to reunite the
Churches, it would equip the wholly or partly united Church
with the certainty which is at present possessed in full measure
only by the Roman Church and the Fundamentalists. Both the
former and the latter claim to know the answer to the problem of
authority, and the certainty thus engendered has given to the
former a power of influence and survival which has stood it in
very good stead in a world which has often been exceedingly
hostile.
It may be objected that the problem of authority is from its
nature insoluble: for if anyone should propound a solution, there
would be no reason to ascribe authority to what he had to say, the
problem of authority having, up to that point, not been solved.
This objection must be upheld in the sense that it must be ad-
mitted that no theory of authority can be authoritatively set
forth; but it is not necessarily impossible to solve the problem of
authority provisionally, in the sense of providing an answer which
is consonant with human reason and experience. It is in this
sense that an answer to moral problems is sought and often
^Whether the Christian religion, in any form so far conceived, could survive this
demonstration, since it is, apparently, bound up with certain historical events which
have to be accepted *on authority', is another question,